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This morning in Adult Forum we took some time to think about learning but in this moment I 

want you to think back to a time when something was revealed to you, something you didn’t 

know – because that’s exactly what a revelation is – surprising information suddenly made 

known. An example, Derek recently shared a podcast with me in which hip hop artist Daryll 

McDaniels better known as DMC of Run-DMC talks about the time in his life when he was 

considering writing an auto-biography. He calls his parents to clarify a few details of his birth. 

His mother says something like, “call you right back.” In a few minutes she and DMC’s father 

call him back together and they say, “we need you to know that we brought you home after 

you’d been in the hospital for five weeks and you’re adopted. Okay, well good talking to you!” 

and they literally hung up the phone on him. The podcast is the story of how he processed that 

revelation and the resulting song he put together with Sarah McLachlan honoring all those whose 

lives have been touched by adoption. It’s a Broken Record podcast if you want to listen and it’s 

quite moving and surprising in more ways than what I’ve already shared. i.  

So do you recall a moment when something was revealed to you? What was that like? Do you 

remember being excited about discovering something new or relieved that you finally 

understood? Or perhaps angry or even frightened by a revelation you didn't expect and didn’t 

welcome? All of these responses are well within the range of ordinary human responses to 

revelation. Revelation is by its nature surprising; we don’t always welcome surprise. But despite 

our original emotions, it’s what we do in response to revelation that matters. 

Epiphany is all about revelation, the way God revealed Godself in Jesus Christ and all the 

promises contained in that revelation for God’s chosen people Israel and for the Gentiles alike. A 

baby born revealing God’s love. A shining star to announce the news to the nations. In Matthew, 

the people who receive the news react in different ways depending on who they are. Gentile 

Magi drawn by the light, bring gifts as a fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecies: gold and frankincense 

and perhaps even, as shown in many a nativity scene, they bring a multitude of camels to cover 

the baby which was apparently also a blessing according to Isaiah. But Herod heard the news and 

was afraid because the Magi make clear they’re coming to bow down to someone other than 
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Herod. Their news of a “King of the Jews” is a threatening prediction that destabilizes Herod’s 

powerii and the power of all who derive their own power from Herod. So even the revelation of 

God’s love in Christ can be good news or bad news depending on the heart with which we 

receive it. 

This understanding, that the good news of God’s love was meant for all people, isn’t surprising 

to us, but it was quite surprising to God’s chosen people because it was a new thing that God was 

doing. The author of Ephesians, perhaps Paul, perhaps one of his followers, writes of “the 

mystery hidden for all ages” and this is it! The knowledge that “the gentiles have become fellow 

heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.” 

For God’s chosen people who have by God’s own command held themselves apart from Gentiles 

to hear that they’re now joined together with them in Christ was a bombshell! All we have to do 

is look at the early conversations in the Acts of the Apostles to see that some received this news 

well and some didn’t. But despite their initial mixed emotional reactions, the early church, those 

early Jesus followers who were Jewish, they responded well.  

But maybe, the revelation that marks Epiphany, this knowledge that the gospel of Jesus Christ is 

meant for all people, perhaps this revelation is received by us today with a yawning ho-hum and 

a “we get it.” Because it’s been 2000 some odd years after all. But no matter our initial emotions, 

or lack there-of, about this revelation, we’re still called to respond. Paul goes on to say that it’s 

“through the church that the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the 

rulers and authorities in the heavenly places” – “even among the angels,” is how Eugene 

Petersen understands “authorities in heavenly places.” We the church are called to bring the good 

news of God’s love to everywhere on earth and it’ll get into the spiritual realm too!  

Surely you know someone who needs to hear this good news. Surely you know someone that 

doesn’t yet understand the love that God has for them, someone who needs to be reminded of all 

that God promises in Christ? And surely, we’re all aware that not everyone agrees with this 

characterization of the good news of Christ. If we ask ourselves, who are the Gentiles today? 

Who are those who are perceived as other or as not worthy of God’s love or not worthy of being 

part of this body, the church? If we respond to this seemingly ho-hum revelation by asking 

questions about it and seeking to understand it for our time and for ourselves, perhaps it will 

become extraordinary for us again.  

Paul and other early Christians were willing to risk everything for the sake of this good news: 

status, livelihood, even life, to make it clear. And it’s our calling and privilege, to be a part of 

that continuing proclamation and revelation of God’s love. What are we willing to risk? We live 

in a time when we won’t be asked to risk our lives or probably our livelihood. But might we be 

risking our status if we seek to share the good news more? Faith and being cool or erudite don’t 

necessarily go together in a society that’s still status driven. Might we be risking entering 

uncomfortable conversations if we seek to make God’s love known for all people even in places 

where all people aren’t welcome?  Maybe the biggest risk of seeking to welcome more people 
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into God’s love is that the church will change. How much are we willing to embrace the change 

that comes with new generations, new faces, new ideas? 

 

When we did our first survey a few months ago, the beginning of our Ministry Assessment 

Project, we asked about the mission statement of the church. About 96% of people who 

responded to the survey affirmed the church’s mission statement. Many said it was that statement 

which drew them here. That statement is the way we give voice to the revelation of God’s love in 

Jesus Christ for all people. And we wouldn’t need if the good news was known and received by 

all people as the broadly inclusive love that drew those first Magi in. We wouldn’t need to 

proclaim that we welcome people “regardless of race, class, national origin, sexual orientation, 

gender identity and expression, or worldly condition of any kind” if it were true that all people 

everywhere already feel the love of God through the church. But they don’t. All the “isms” that 

our mission statement names are still practiced in the world and in the church and if we’re 

honest, we don’t reveal God’s love perfectly either. Whenever we react emotionally to revelation 

in the ways of Herod, with fear for ourselves, we’re all quick to name as “other” those who 

think, look, act, live, love differently than we do. As people of the light of Christ we too need to 

work to turn our response around to the ways of love. 

 

And we need people who are different from us because we don’t yet fully understand the 

revelation of God’s love in Christ. It took the shepherds, and the magi, and the fishermen, and 

the tax collector, and the zealot, and the women at the tomb and more to give us a full picture 

and if we pay attention, the good news of God will continue to unfold in surprising ways. And 

new knowledge will come from surprising quarters and surprising people. 

 

Beloveds, because you’ve made a commitment to the mission statement of this church, God has 

and will give you gifts to offer toward its fulfillment. Your gifts are needed, you are needed. Paul 

says of himself, “Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to 

bring to the gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ.” We stand on his shoulders with 

our proclamation.  

 

 So Arise, shine, for your light has come and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. Ponder 

anew what it means that God loves all people. Ponder anew how the light of this revelation is 

made manifest in your own life. Ponder anew who in your life needs to hear this good news or 

how you might use your gifts to share in the way we seek to further this good news here at 

Market Square Church. We call ourselves a beacon of hope on the square. May it be so for all 

people. Amen. 

 

 
i https://www.pushkin.fm/podcasts/broken-record/darryl-dmc-mcdaniels-the-king-of-rock   
ii Harrelson, W. (2003). New interpreter’s Study Bible. Abingdon Press. Carter, Warren. Intro to Gospel According to 
Matthew. 
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