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Dear Market Square Beloveds,

Next Marketplace Deadline: Sunday, June 12 
Please email articles and photos to Nancy Sheets and Kari Hultman: sheets@marketsquarechurch.org and khultman@comcast.net

With the news of my November retirement now common 
knowledge, I’d like to highlight the worship services 
planned for that final month.  I don’t intend to talk about 
retirement for the next six months because our ministry 
here calls for full engagement.  But, so that there are 
no last-minute surprises come November, here is what 
I have in mind: 
 
Sunday, November 6 - All Saints Sunday   
I’ll be preaching about the communion of  saints and 
what that means for the nature and continuation of  the 
church as well as the connection between earth and 
heaven. 
 
I also plan to read the names of  all of  the Market 
Square saints who have died since I began my ministry here on the 
first Sunday of  Advent in 2012.  It will be good and most appropriate 
to remember and to give thanks again for these beloveds who were 
and continue to be an eternal part of  the Market Square family and 
ministry. 
 
Sunday, November 13 - Jim & Nina Brown Return 
From the time I was called to this congregation, I have had the  
utmost respect and esteem for Jim and Nina Brown and their ministry 
at Market Square.  Fortunately for Lori and me, they quickly became 
our friends and have supported and encouraged us throughout our 
ten years here.  Jim preached at my installation in early 2013 and 
returned another time to answer my call to preach our stewardship 
sermon.   
 

Jim and I may have different personalities and styles, 
but we are one in our commitment to Christ and the 
church and to the ministries of  justice, compassion, 
and peace.  I told Jim in my invitation that I feel we 
have had something of  a shared ministry at Market 
Square over the last twenty-five years.  So I consider  
it most fitting on the weekend before my leaving to  
welcome Jim back to our pulpit on November 13.  Jim 
and Nina will be here for the  whole weekend and other 
events will be announced later, but, I wanted you to 
know now about their return. 
 
I have been richly blessed by the camaraderie of   
former Market Square pastors and their families whom 
I have gotten to know and appreciate during my years 

here - Don and Bess Jafvert, Roger Grussing and Virgie Bundy, Joy 
Kaufmann and Bill Sisson, Kelly Wiant and Kristen Zellner, and Dae 
Yong and Young Sook Um.  Each of  these pastors and their 
spouses has contributed richly in both obvious and hidden ways to 
the vitality of  Market Square and Lori and I have been grateful for 
their friendship.    
 
Sunday, November 20 - Christ the King/Reign of  Christ Sunday 
(and my last) 
Christ the King/Reign of  Christ Sunday seems to be a most  
appropriate day to conclude a pastoral ministry.  It is the last Sunday 
of  the Christian year and, liturgically, it points to the sovereignty of  
Christ and the completion and fulfillment of  all things in him. 
 
As my pastoral ministry concludes and our journey together at  
Market Square draws to a close, we will come to the Lord’s Table 
together for a final time on this side of  heaven.  
 
I look forward very much to these next six months with you and all 
that they hold for the present and future ministry of  this church we 
love. 
 
With extra gratitude and affection, 
Tom 

Pastor  
Thomas A. Sweet 

At left: Pastors Kim and Tom with Angela Parker, CCU’s Street 

Outreach Case Specialist, who has had an office at Market 

Square for the past year and a half.  Angela is moving to Virginia 

to be closer to her adult children and to take a leadership position 

with the City of  Chesapeake.  She has been an excellent  

colleague, friend, and partner in Market Square’s ministry to  

persons in need in our community. 
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Worship and Preaching Schedule  
June 2022

Our English language worship services are broadcast live from our sanctuary 
every Sunday morning at 11:00 a.m.  The broadcast is available on radio 
stations 960 AM and 102.9 FM as well as through the radio button on our 
church website www.marketsquarechurch.org   If  you miss the Sunday 
morning live broadcast, the rebroadcast is available on the front page of our 
website under the “Past Services” tab beginning late Sunday afternoon and  
then can be accessed there throughout the week. 
 
With Covid numbers rising again, please check our website weekly for current  
masking protocols at Market Square.  Thank you. 

 
                            June 5 – Day of Pentecost 
         9:30 a.m.      Korean Language Worship in the Chapel 
                               The Reverend Ki Nam Lee preaching 
         11:00 a.m.    English Language Worship in the Sanctuary 
                               The Reverend Thomas A. Sweet preaching 
                               The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 
                            June 12– Trinity Sunday 
         9:30 a.m.      Korean Language Worship in the Chapel 
                               The Reverend Ki Nam Lee preaching 
         11:00 a.m.    English Language Worship in the Sanctuary 
                               The Reverend Kimberley D. Wadlington preaching 
 
                            June 19 – Second Sunday after Pentecost 
         9:30 a.m.      Korean Language Worship in the Chapel 
                               The Reverend Ki Nam Lee preaching 
         11:00 a.m.    English Language Worship in the Sanctuary 
                               The Reverend Kimberley D. Wadlington preaching 
 
                            June 26 – Third Sunday after Pentecost 
         9:30 a.m.      Korean Language Worship in the Chapel 
                               The Reverend Ki Nam Lee preaching 
         11:00 a.m.    English Language Worship in the Sanctuary 
                               The Reverend Thomas A. Sweet preaching 

Pastor  
Kim Wadlington 

Adult Forum Concludes for Season on June 5 
 
June 5 – Pentecost, Trinity Sunday, and the Holy Spirit 
 
Tom and Kim will engage a theological conversation about Pentecost, Trinity 
Sunday, and the ministry of  the Holy Spirit.  In a day in which much of  our  
theological consideration is given to Jesus, this unscripted discussion between 
pastoral colleagues will focus on the ministry of  the Holy Spirit, too little  
understood among Christians but so important for understanding and practicing 
our faith.  We hope to draw attendees into the conversation, too! 
 
The Adult Forum meets in Geneva Hall on the fourth floor of  our building from 
9:30 a.m.-10:25 a.m.  This forum will be our last before our summer hiatus and 
will commence again September 11.   

Elementary Sunday School 
 
Beginning on June 5th and new for the summer, Sunday 
school will be held during the worship hour following 
“Time with Our Children.” Our dedicated teachers wish 
to continue working with the children throughout the 
summer! Each Sunday they will escort the children from 
the sanctuary down to the Sunday school classroom  
where they can be picked up following worship.  
 

  • On Pentecost (June 5), students will learn about  
         what it means to be filled with the Holy Spirit and  
         have an opportunity to make a Spirit and wind  
         inspired craft.  
 

  • On Trinity Sunday (June 12) the scriptures for the  
         day all celebrate the joy of  God being present to  
         us. Students will simply soak in the joy of  being 
         and especially of  being in God’s creation.  
 

  • On June 19 and June 26 students will be  
         introduced to the prophets Elijah and Elisha and  
         will have the opportunity to explore their interesting  
         stories and the courageous ways they were faithful  
         to God.  
 
If  your child hasn’t been attending Sunday school during 
the school year, this is a great time to introduce them to 
our classroom, lessons, and teachers. Each Sunday will 
include an engaging lesson as well as a craft or a game 
through which the children continue to learn and grow. 
Thank you to our teachers: Cindy Bendroth, Kevin  
Burrell, Keith Camilli (Elementary Ed Chair also), Kristin 
Cassell, Rhiannon Dame, Jonelle Darr, Theresa Elliott, 
Susan Hoover, and Gail Laninga for their dedication  
throughout the school year and into the summer.  
 
Elementary Sunday School Offering 
 
This year the elementary class had the opportunity to 
decide how to use the offering from both the Elementary 
Sunday School and the Adult Forum. The offering has 
been building over the course of  a few years and so it 
was a sizable total which the class decided to give to the 
Heifer Project. Nyak Ngang, who has been our most 
dedicated student, was on hand to make the choice and 
think about the animals which Heifer will purchase with 
the gift totaling more than $625.00 just prior to the end 
of  May. Session has given permission for the class to 
add to the total using a Least Coin Offering Jar into 
which the congregation may place any coins in your 
pockets or purses on Sunday morning. Thank you to 
Adult Forum and Elementary Sunday school students 
for your generosity! 

NEWSFLASH:  Special Gathering on Sunday, June 19, at 
9:30 a.m. in Geneva Hall to commemorate “JUNETEENTH.”  

(Sponsored by our Antiracism and Racial Justice Task 
Force.)  See separate article on page 5 of  this issue of   

The Marketplace.
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A CONFLUENCE OF HISTORIES 
 
On Sunday, June 19, church member Dr. Dorothy King and Pastor 
Tom Sweet will be a part of  a special worship service at the First 
Presbyterian Church of  York, PA.  How and why? 
 
It is a service that will commemorate the merger of  the Faith  
Presbyterian Church in York with First Presbyterian Church in  
December 1965.  The Faith Presbyterian Church was an historically 
Black congregation while First Presbyterian was, not exclusively, 
but almost entirely a White congregation.  Dorothy was a member 
of  the Faith Church while Tom grew up in the First Presbyterian 
Church.   
 
Dorothy’s family was very influential in the Faith congregation and 
so, when First Presbyterian decided it wanted to revisit and honor 

the merger fifty-seven years later, the leadership there asked 
Dorothy to be a part of  the planning team.  In turn, she thought of  
the angle of  two children of  that merger ending up together at  
Market Square together decades later and asked Tom to take part 
in the service of  worship with her.  Tom accepted and, on June 19, 
he and Dorothy will do a spot together in worship talking about the 
merger and what it meant to us to be a part of  such an important 
venture in the 1960s.  How exciting!  After the worship service, the 
congregation will walk to the former site of  the Faith Church and, 
while it is now a parking lot, no doubt the spirit of  those saints 
lingers. 
- - - - - - - - - - - 
(Editor’s Note:  Tom last appeared in the First Presbyterian pulpit 
in 1971 giving the sermon on Youth Sunday.  He has observed that 
the quality of  that sermon must have been such that it has taken 
the church 51 years to invite him back!) 

In May, Market Square's Session took the following actions: 
 
1.   Received into membership of  the church the following members  
     of  the 2022 Confirmation Class: Evie Dame, Morgan Dame,  
     Olivia Long, Ayuen Mading, Bethany Tome.  
 
2.   Approved a recommendation from the Worship, Music, and Arts  
     Committee to purchase two banners and one processional cross  
     holder using funds from the Abiding Memorial Fund.  
   
3.   Approved a recommendation from the Worship, Music, and Arts  
     Committee  to upload edited recordings of  worship services for  
     public viewing on the church’s YouTube channel that includes  
     only the service’s Gathering Hymn, Scripture Readings, Sermon,  
     Anthem, Benediction and Closing Voluntary.  The committee will  
     eventually provide an edited broadcast for public viewing and  
     real time live streaming for members. 
  
4.   Approved a special meeting to receive new members on Sunday,  
     June 19, 2022 following 11:00 a.m. worship. 
 
5.  Approved the minutes of  the stated meeting of  April 19, 2022.  
 
6.  Ratified an email vote to appoint Keith Camilli, Dave Lehman,  
     and Steve McMullen as Ruling Elder Commissioners for the  
     May 3, 2022, Presbytery of  Carlisle meeting.  
 
7.   Ratified an email vote to approve a special Session meeting with  
     Lizzie Camilli on May 15, 2022, to review her faith statement  
     and receive her into membership with the church.  

8.   Approved the minutes of  the special meeting on May 15, 2022,  
     to receive Lizzie Camilli into membership.  
 
9.   Approved a revised Food Pantry Policy.  
 
10. Approved a  recommendation from the Mission and Stewardship  
     Committee to designate Christ Lutheran Church’s Medical  
     Ministry to receive the locally designated portion (40%) of   
     Market Square’s 2022 Pentecost Offering.  
 
11. Approved the May 17, 2022 Clerk’s Report which listed the  
     baptisms of  Aubrey Sweet Kuchera and Sullivan Joseph Kostka  
     on May 8.  
 
12. Received with regret Pastor Tom Sweet’s resignation letter.  
 
13. Added to the call of  the September 25, 2022, congregational  
     meeting, action on the dissolution of  the pastoral relationship  
     between Tom Sweet and MSPC.  
 
14. Authorized the Personnel Committee to bring to session at a  
     later date an interim transition recommendation.  
 
The Clerk’s Report listed 461 active members on the church rolls.  
 
Market Square’s Session is responsible for the church’s mission, 
governance, and programs. Currently, 17 church members serve on 
Session. It is moderated by Pastor Tom Sweet. If  you have any 
questions about Session activities, you may talk with Clerk of Session 
Jonelle Darr, a Session member, or one of  our pastors.  

Session Activities—May 2022 Update 

by Acting Clerk Nancy D. Sheets 
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Left: Harrisburg Christian School Students 
with Cindy Hogeman at Five Senses  
Garden 
 
Above: May at Five Senses Garden

Dear friends,  
 
Easter blessings!  As I write my article for this month’s 
newsletter, the weather all week has been absolutely 
gorgeous.  When I’m driving in Central Pennsylvania 
and I see the mountains in the horizon, I smile and 
thank God for the beauty all around me.  The same 
goes when I feel that the weather is perfect (you 
know…that range of  upper 60’s to the mid 70’s 😉).  I 
thank God for this beautiful creation called Earth.  I 
pray that all God’s children will take care of  Mother 
Earth and respect Her for generations because it is a 
blessing to live in the midst of  beauty.  
  
June 5 is Pentecost Sunday.  The choir will sing a stirring 
anthem by Matthew Corl.  He paints the text perfectly 
with running sixteenth notes in the organ accompaniment. The choir 
will also sing Cryceson Treharre’s “Emitte Spiritum tuum” a beautiful 
a cappella anthem set in Latin. I will be in Maine giving a recital and 
Minister of  Music Emerita Ellen Hunt will be on the bench and Dr. 
Rachel Cornacchio will be conducting the choir.   
 

Five Senses Garden 
 
The garden is open and growing.  Trees and shrubs are being planted; weeds are being pulled, 
flowers are blooming, and there is the ever exciting time of  waiting to see what will emerge 
from the work of  the Ecology Action Committee last year in the Taste Garden.   

 
Help is always needed, and a lively 
group of  seventh grade girls and two 
parents from Harrisburg Christian 
School came on April 21 and did 
clean-up duty for a morning of   
service. Their contribution was much 
appreciated. 

 
If  you would like to help when folks 
from Market Square go to work in 
the garden, send me your email at 
eterryyoga@gmail.com, and I will put 
you on the list to be notified, usually 
weekly, of  when we are going.  

 
Elizabeth Terry  

On Trinity Sunday, June 12, our Artist in Residence 
Peter Yardley-Jones will be in town.  Peter and I will 
have returned from a week teaching at a Pipe Organ 
Encounter Plus, a week-long organ camp for adults, in 
Rockford, Illinois.  Peter will play the voluntaries, some 
of  the hymns, and accompany the Sanctuary Choir for 
John Ireland’s festive “Te Deum.”  It will be an exciting 
morning! 
 
Beginning on Sunday, June 19, the Sanctuary Choir 
will be on summer break and octets will provide music 
for Sunday mornings.  If  you are interested in partici-
pating in the music ministry throughout the summer, 
please let me know. 
 
Thank you to all our wonderful adults who share their 
time and talents with us each and every week.  We  

appreciate you! 
 
Peace and love,  
Tyler 

Tyler Canonico  
Minister of  Music

Since I began seminary in 2018, Market 
Square has provided support and  
opportunity. I’ve participated in ministries 
such as the community breakfasts and 
Ecology Action Committee, gained a  
real-world feel for polity in session  
meetings, and participated in worship 
services. Thank you for the prayers you 
have offered along the way, and to the 
many folks who have checked in to learn 
of  my progress. 

 
After four years of  classes, five PCUSA exams, an internship at 
Christ Presbyterian, and another as a chaplain at Hershey Medical 

Center, I finally graduated from Lancaster Theological Seminary on 
May 7. I am grateful for your counsel and guidance throughout this 
journey, and for providing a church home for Jennifer, Olivia, and 
myself. 
 
I’m now in the process of  following a new call. Working with Carlisle 
Presbytery and PCUSA’s 1001 New Worshiping Communities,  
I hope to build a faith community that offers a home to those who 
are unchurched or dechurched, and who share a passion for  
environmental issues. Thus I’ll still be nearby, even if  I’m not able 
to be as active at Market Square as I have been. So while this is a 
thank you, it is—happily—not a goodbye. 
 
Kevin Long
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Stewardship 
 

  YTD Actual Pledges:    $167,140 
  YTD Budget:                  $155,000 
  Surplus:                         $  12,140

For many of  us, becoming like children, as Jesus suggests for his  
followers is a hard jump for me to make. 
 
As many of  you are aware, I find significant help and spiritual growth 
in reading and reflecting on other person’s prayers.  At Sunday  
Worship, Kim’s and Tom’s prayers are quite helpful in challenging me 
to a deeper walk in the Spirit and Truth with implications to act out 
our faith. 
 
A prayer that has given me a challenge and much reflective thought 
lately is one by Jan Cowley. 
 
Cowley prayed: 
“Dear God, 
I would like to become a little child and rest my soul in you.  I am tired 
of  the loneliness, tired of  the struggle, I want to surrender but I don’t 
know how.  You see, I have a problem of  being adult.  I belong to  
the generation which makes decisions, plans, works, accepts  
responsibility, takes pride in being independent.  Adults are supposed 
to manage their lives. They are concerned with owning things and 
making things happen, and they don’t like to look small or foolish.  
Dear God, for a long time I’ve been living at the center of  the world 
which has prevented me from entering the Kingdom of  Heaven.  
 
Father God, Mother God, 
Show me how to become your child.  I am aware of  the advice that 
Jesus gives.  He does not say that we should remain in infancy.  He 
says that we should become as little children. This tells me that I need 
to know the futility of  independence before I can let go of  it.  It is the 
letting go which is difficult.  I know you are there, waiting to give yourself  
to me, but I’m afraid to commit myself.  Please help me to loosen  
this grip on my pride so that I can hold out my arms to you and be 
enfolded in your love.” 
 
Giving up one’s independence is difficult for me for all the reasons 
that Cowley gives and some others of  my own.  I need to think more 
about loosening my grip on my pride.  I need to think more about the 
benefits of  a child with God as a parent. 
 
Do you have ideas to share on becoming a child of  God as well as 
person among the children of  God?  
 
If  you do, please share your thoughts with me either by email  
(juddmcconnell@gmail.com) or text (717-503-8257.)  Know that I am 
looking for other ideas that will help me grow as a Christian.  
 
Peace through Love,                
Rev. Dr. Judd McConnell, Pastoral Assistant for Member Care

Juneteenth at Market Square 
 
On Sunday, June 19, Market Square will commemorate 
Juneteenth with a special Adult Forum and worship service. 
Join us as we celebrate emancipation and, at the same 
time, tackle continuing barriers to true freedom.  
 
For those unfamiliar with Juneteenth, journalist P. R. Lockhart 
provides an especially apt description of  its origins and 
legacy, quoted at length here: 
 
“As the Civil War came to a close in 1865, a number of people 
remained enslaved, especially in remote areas. Word  
of  slavery’s end traveled slowly, and for those who were 
largely isolated from Union armies, life continued as if   
freedom did not exist.  
 
This was especially the case in Texas, where thousands of  
slaves were not made aware of  freedom until June 19, 
1865, when Union Gen. Gordon Granger arrived in  
Galveston and issued an order officially freeing them. Their  
celebration would serve as the basis of  June 19 —  
or Juneteenth — a holiday celebrating emancipation in  
the U.S.  
 
Ironically, while Juneteenth has become the most  
prominent Emancipation Day holiday in the U.S., it  
commemorates a smaller moment that remains relatively 
obscure. It doesn’t mark the signing of  the 1863  
Emancipation Proclamation, which technically freed  
slaves in the rebelling Confederate states, nor does it  
commemorate the December 1865 ratification of  the 13th 
Amendment, which enshrined the end of  slavery into  
the Constitution. Instead, it marks the moment when  
emancipation finally reached those in the deepest parts of  
the former Confederacy. 
 
In many ways, Juneteenth represents how freedom  
and justice in the U.S. has always been delayed for black 
people.”  
 
Some resources for learning more about Juneteenth  
include “On Juneteenth” by Annette Gordon-Reed (copies 
are available in the Market Square library) and the  
dedicated web page at the National Museum of  African 
American History and Culture:  
https://nmaahc.si.edu/juneteenth.  
 
Michelle Simmons

Become As Little Children
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“Faith requires trust in God and my life will not always be ‘perfect’, 
but there is a plan for me, and with time I will gain understanding. 
The future is approaching, but not here yet. I should spend my time 
fully aware of  the present, not worrying about what it is to come.”  
~ Olivia Long 
 
“My relationship with God allows me to look at others with a deeper 
level of  compassion and understanding. The difference that my 
awareness of  God’s presence makes in my life is that I can now  
appreciate that the difficult times I went through and will continue 
to go through can broaden the ways in which I see God. I can now 
trust that my future is aligned with God’s ways.” ~ Bethany Tome 
 
“I feel called to follow God's voice. I want to protect their creation, 
this beautiful Earth, from the pressure we exert on it for evermore 
convenience. I want to help their people, many of  which suffer from 
systems they cannot control. I want to spread positivity and hope.  
I trust that God will continue to guide me and provide me with the 
strength I need to follow his voice. Furthermore, I know that my 
community of  faith will be here to support me and aid me in my 
journey. I am very excited to join the church and take an important 
step forward in this journey.” ~ Morgan Dame 
 
I’m grateful to Ruling Elders, Deacons, and Trustees who attended 
confirmation classes to encourage confirmands and share their 
knowledge and wisdom. I’m also grateful to those who mentored 
our confirmands. They were wonderful guides, present to their 
mentees to reflect with them on what they were learning and as they 
were writing their statements of  faith. One of  the highlights for the 
confirmands was an opportunity to meet with a member of  the 
church and ask questions about that member’s journey of  faith. As 
each confirmand shared with the class some of  what they learned, 
it was clear they were inspired by the faith and commitment of  those 
they interviewed. You who were interviewed gave our youth a lot to 
think about as you shared the joys and the challenges of  your own 
journeys. Thank you! 
 
Let each of  us do everything in our power to encourage all our 
young people to continue in the faith they have learned from  
their parents and from the beloved community at Market Square 
Presbyterian! 
 
Kim 

Confirmation Completed!                   
 
 
On May 22nd six of  our youth chose to join the church, publicly  
affirming their baptismal vows by answer these questions:  Trusting 
in the gracious mercy of  God, do you turn from the ways of  sin and 
renounce evil and its power in the world?  Who is your Lord and 
Savior? Will you be Christ's faithful disciple, obeying his Word and 
showing his love? Will you be a faithful member of this congregation, 
share in its worship and ministry through your prayers and gifts, your 
study and service, and so fulfill your calling to be a disciple of  Jesus 
Christ? All were answered in the affirmative in worship and therefore, 
please welcome Elizabeth Camilli, Evie Dame, Morgan Dame, Olivia 
Long, Ayuen Mading, and Bethany Tome as the newest members 
of Market Square Presbyterian Church! It was a joyful day with much 
to celebrate.  
 
Confirmation Class members gave me permission to share with you 
some excerpts from the Statements of  Faith written by our youth. 
Each was thoughtful and reflective as they shared their beliefs and 
the ways they have seen God moving in their own lives. Like any 
good statement of faith, they were informed by scripture, by tradition, 
and by lived experience! Here are some short excerpts from each, 
especially regarding how they feel called to respond to our One 
God’s love: 
 
“I am a temple for God. When I follow His teachings and take care of  
myself, I keep myself  as a holy place for God. God is my guidance, 
and I am the worker placed on His creation. He is a spiritual being, 
while I am made of  flesh. He is the teacher, and I am the listener. 
He is the provider of  knowledge for me to teach others. I see God’s 
work everywhere. God teaches me to help other humans as well as 
animals. God encourages me to find balance in my life. I should treat 
others with unconditional love, and yet treat myself  this way as well. 
I put others above myself, but I will always stay true to who God  
created me to be.” ~ Elizabeth Camilli 
 
“Because God loves us, he has saved us from our sin. Since he is 
merciful in this way, we should follow his commandment to show 
our love back to him. God loves and cares about every one of  us 
and has a place for us in his divine plan. By joining the church, I  
accept my place in this plan and agree to believe in God and work 
for the betterment of  others in his name.” ~ Evie Dame 
 
“In terms of  Jesus, the prince of  peace, Messiah, bread of  life, and 
Christ. I hope to be more like him, and a word that comes straight 
to mind is courage. It takes a lot to hold the pressure of  being the 
son of  God, although we are all his children, the spot Jesus holds 
is unmeasurable, he did something for us worth honoring everyday. 
He died for us, and in a brutal way as well, and even still we are 
promised many things through him, such as eternal life, forgiveness, 
love, joy, and for the truth to set us free.” ~ Ayuen Mading 
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 Youth Sunday! 
 
In addition to confirmation, the youth group led worship. Katie 
Camilli preached (on Revelation, no less!), and other youth  
contributed by writing and leading liturgy and offering their musical 
talent. It was a joy for all of  our youth leaders to work with them to 
put a service of  worship together! To do so, we began by having 
Katie read through and pick a text from among the Revised Common 
Lectionary Texts for the day. We talked about the preaching text in 
youth Sunday school, asking and answering questions, discussing 
what meaning the text held for each one listening, and also the 
meaning it might hold for the church. It was a great way for all the 
youth to begin thinking about the day’s worship. Then, when asked 
if  they wanted to write their own liturgy or use something written for 
them, they immediately responded that they liked the act of  writing 
liturgy, so we continued planning for two more weeks, working  
together on liturgy. Their commitment and devotion to God and 
being a part of  leading God’s people was evident in the thoughtful way they prepared for 
and led worship! 
 
In June through August, we’ll be taking a break from Sunday school, but we will engage 
in some service activities and fellowship gatherings throughout the summer. Several  
of  the service activities we hope to open to the whole church, so if  you find yourself  
with some free time watch the bulletin for announcements! Thank you to our youth  
volunteers: Phyllis Mooney, Chris and Jodie White, Ashley Robinson, and Cindy  
Bendroth, for your dedicated presence in Sunday school and youth group, faithfully 
accompanying our youth as they learn, grow, and enjoy fellowship together.  
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Animal Tales 
 
I grew up reading the Bible—oh, not cover to cover, as it were, as some people do. 
Not, for example, for spiritual enlightenment, but for fun. (Please keep in mind, this 
was while I was growing up in southern Africa, living on a mission station which did 
not have electricity much less television.) 
 
So the entertainment choices were…limited. But it had its rewards. For example, when 
I entered college, the college I was attending had a mandatory course requirement 
for freshmen—a Bible 101 class. BUT, if  you scored high enough on a preliminary 
test, you could skip Bible 101 and select a higher level Bible course. You might have 
guessed it…yes, not only did I pass, but I scored high enough to be excused from 
Bible 101. Among the more obscure questions that were asked was Abishag. I knew 
the answer. (If  you really want to know, look it up …1 Kings 1:1-4.) 
 
Among the fascinating things to me about the Bible are several seemingly strange 
stories that are bewildering. There is a Grimm’s Brothers’ fairytale element to some, 
or Ripley’s Believe It or Not. Frankly, a few are downright puzzling. Oh, you can  
certainly make an interpretation that show WHY the story was included, but …really? 
 
Herewith a few examples. 
 
1. Jonah and the whalei —I bet that’s how you learned it…the whale. But, of  course, 
you know that the Book of  Jonah actually identifies it as a “large fish.” No need to put 
too fine a biologic classification—whatever it was, it’s a sea creature large enough to 
swallow a man whole and then regurgitate him after three days.  Maybe the lesson is 
that if  God asks you to do something, do it. But if  you insist on resisting, don’t go on 
a cruise. 
 
2. Balaam and the assii —if  you read this story in the King James Version of  the 
Bible, as I did, the minute a child is introduced to this particular story it is hard, no  
impossible, not to fixate on the ASS. And giggle. But the story is even stranger. The 
story takes place during the early days of the establishment of Israel as an independent 
power. Despite being a non-Hebrew, Balaam receives orders from God to not curse 
the Israelites AND to only do what God tells him to do. Balaam sets off  on the journey 
riding his ass (aka donkey). Suddenly the pathway is blocked by God’s angel with a 
drawn sword in his hand. Balaam doesn’t see the angel, but the ass does. And the 
ass balks. Balaam beats it—this happens two more times and only on the third time, 
after the ass inquires WHY he is being beaten, does Balaam also see the angel with 
the sword. I guess the lesson of  this passage is that an ass can be more wise than 
a man. It’s possible there are finer theological points that I have missed. 
 
3. Prophet Elisha and the Bearsiii —first, this story is NOT about a sports team mascot. 
It’s about real live SHE bears (the Bible is very specific) and the nascent prophet  
Elisha. He’s easy to mix up with Elijah (name similarity). He also happens to be the 
protégé of  Elijah who, as he ascends into the heavens, drops his mantle on Elisha —
presumably empowering him as the next prophet and he immediately begins  
performing miracles.  He had just left Bethel, where he turned the town’s salt water 
into sweet drinkable water. As he travels along, some small boys see him and begin 
to mock him. They make fun of  his being bald. Elisha turns around, sees the group 
of  small boys (again the language is specific) and Elisha curses them in the name of  
the Lord. Immediately two SHE bears come out of  the woods, and maul the boys—
there were 42 boys. The word “mauled” is ominous—the dictionary says it means  
“to attack (someone) and cause a bloody injury.”  One can only hope that as Elisha 
continues as a prophet of  God that 
he develops a bit more tolerance, 
and maybe even a sense of humor. 
It is not known how many young 
boys have read this scripture and 
learned—never make fun of  a bald 
prophet. 
 
Here endeth the lesson. 
Donna Wenger 
 
i The Book of  Jonah 
ii Numbers 22:22-29 
iii 2 Kings 22:23-25 

Our Church Family 

 
Graduations  
Kate (Novak) Allgood with a master's in 
Public Administration from Shippensburg 
University on May 6.  
 
Kevin Long from Lancaster Theological 
Seminary on May 7. 
 
Births 
Jayden Liam Melendez, first child of  
Natasha King and Danie Melendez and  
Dr. Dorothy King's first grandchild, was 
born on April 29.  
 
Deaths 
Former member Josephine Hajjar on  
April 24. Josie and her siblings grew up  
at MSPC.  
 
Deacon Pamela Johnston died on May 17.  
 
The Reverend Edward Allatt III, the father 
of  current trustee Ben Allatt died on April 
14th.  
 
Marathon Finisher! 
On April 18, Elder Jack Galan fulfilled a 
lifetime dream of  running and finishing the 
Boston Marathon.  
 
Birthdays in June 
June 4: Bill Murray 
June 5: Darryl Barney 
June 7: Ed Earp 
June 9: Meredith Barney, Carter Reynolds,     
      Christine (Seitz) Steever 
June 10: Tom Johnston 
June 12: Mary Ann Bedard, Sue Carey, 
      Natalie Cassell 
June 13: Carol Mayer 
June 14: Jim Brown 
June 17: Dale Laninga 
June 18: Joe Robinson 
June 22: Chris Eaton, Bob Garrett,  
      Phyllis Herald, Jane Hiller 
June 25: Sue Watts 
June 26: Trum Simmons 
June 27: Carole DeSoto, Patti Matchett 
June 28: Bob Ormsbee 
June 29: Tom Arnoldi 
June 30: MinCha Jablonski 
 
Anniversaries 
June 4: Jennifer and Kevin McKenna (1994);  
      Sandy Morris and Greg Gable (2004) 
 
June 5: Carol and Dan Derewitz (1971) 
 
June 6: Megan (Blashford) and Sam Carlin 
      (2020) 
 
June 28: Phyllis and Jim Mooney (1986)
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We join with the earth, and with each other. 

We join together as many and diverse expressions of 

one loving mystery: for the healing of  the earth, 

and the renewal of  life. 
 

(From the U.N. Environmental Sabbath Program) 
  
The Pennsylvania Climate Convergence will take place this June 
11,12 and 13 in our Capital City for three days of  education and 
action in the public square.  Believing it is time to have an honest 
conversation regarding the existential threat of  climate change, 
the Convergence is a diverse, inclusive, peaceful gathering of   
advocates, grassroots activists, concerned citizens and people 
of  faith gathering to make our voices heard in the PA General  
Assembly and throughout the Commonwealth. 
 
As expressed by the Breathe Project, “Our government is keeping 
Pennsylvania from being part of  the solution to our biggest crisis 
by:  

  • denying climate change,  

  • subsidizing fossil fuel production, 
     • ignoring hazards to communities from fossil fuel production,  

  • prioritizing a dying industry rather than training for a new  
         generation of  jobs in clean, renewable energy,  

  • and talking about cutting greenhouse gas emissions while  
         ramping up fracked-gas extraction, production and pipelines.” 
 
The Ecology Action Committee invites those of us at Market Square 
Church to participate in one or more activities of  this state-wide 
opportunity to urge effective legislative and administrative action 
in our General Assembly and local governments. 
 
For details 
Website: www.pennsylvaniaclimateconvergence.org/ 
Schedule: www.pennsylvaniaclimateconvergence.org/events 
Facebook page:  
www.facebook.com/pennsylvaniaclimateconvergence 
Register at bit.ly/BPPConverge1 
https://actionnetwork.org/events/stop-the-money-pipeline-10/ 
 
Margee Kooistra

The earth is the Lord’s and  

all that is in it, the world, and  

all those that live in it.” 

—Psalm 24.1 
 
Have you wondered why Market Square Presbyterian Church, as a 
Christian church, makes Earth Care a central focus of  their mission? 
After all, it’s not as if  care of  the environment is explicitly mentioned 
in the Bible. 
 
On Earth Sunday, April 24, John Dernbach, Professor of Environmental 
Law and Sustainability at Widener University Commonwealth Law 
School, spoke at our Adult Forum and argued that creation care is at 
the heart of  our lives as Christians. Citing the commandments Jesus 
identities as the most important -  Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, your soul, your mind and your strength, and love your 
neighbor as yourself  - John explained how they implicitly include our 
relationship with creation. 
  
What is our responsibility to this world that God created and called 
“good?”  If  we pollute, degrade, exploit, and injure this world and any 
who live in it, are we really showing our love for God? John asked.  
The commandment to love God with all our being requires that we 
care for what God has made.  And by caring for what God has made, 
we come to understand this God we are called to love and respect.   
     
John went on to reflect upon what it means to love our neighbor.  After 
all, pretty much everything we do affects other people.  If  we hurt the 
environment, we hurt other people;  if  we protect the environment, 
we help other people - and this includes people on the other side of  
the globe.  For example, as we, in this country, continue to be a major 
contributor to the greenhouse gases that are increasing global warming, 
people in Mumbai faced temperatures over 120 degrees just a week 
ago.  It’s not that we personally are hurting the quality of  air and life 
for those living there; but we, by our collective actions and inactions, 
are failing to move our country away from activities that contribute to 
creating an overheated world that creates misery for our neighbors, 
who for the most part contribute the least climate change.   

 
John concluded his talk by saying that we, as Christians, “have a  
religious and moral duty to protect and restore the environment.” As 
a starting point, John suggests we, at Market Square, have a respectful 
dialogue to begin to work out what that means in specific terms.  
Those present at the Adult Forum began that dialogue in the last  
fifteen minutes of  our session, and that dialogue is continuing.  

 
Elizabeth Terry 

Repeated cycles of  abuse to the environment  
produce poverty, insecurity and desperation.  Can we 
honestly ask God to intervene, or do we write letters 
to the relevant ministries of  government?  
 
Do we demonstrate in the streets to register our  
disappointment with poor governance of  natural  
resources or do we ask the angels in Heaven to do 
something about it? Do we make the connection  
between environmental degradation and the problems 
which communities face every day?   
 
When we make the connection, the God in us will 
move and energize us. It will guide us from apathy to 
action, from being observers to doers in the hope 
that those actions can make a difference. 
         
—Wangari Maathai, the first African woman and the 
first environmentalist to win the Nobel Peace Prize
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Sunday Services 
 
 

Korean Language Service—9:30 a.m. 
in the Chapel. Sermons on YouTube. 

Link is on the church website under the 
“Worship” tab. 

 
English Language Service—11:00 a.m.  
in the sanctuary. Broadcast on the radio.  

Link on the website’s homepage. 
 

The 11:00 a.m. service is broadcast  

on  WHYL 960 AM, 102.9 FM,  

and on our website:   

www.marketsquarechurch.org. 
 

OUR MISSION 
TO PROCLAIM AND LIVE THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST BY WELCOMING FRIEND AND STRANGER ALIKE INTO OUR DIVERSE AND INCLUSIVE  
FAMILY OF FAITH REGARDLESS OF RACE, CLASS, NATIONAL ORIGIN, SEXUAL ORIENTATION, GENDER IDENTITY AND EXPRESSION, OR WORLDLY  

CONDITION OF ANY KIND AS WE CELEBRATE OUR GIFTS, WORK FOR JUSTICE, PEACE, AND A SUSTAINABLE ENVIRONMENT, REACH OUT IN MISSION,  
AND WITNESS TO GOD’S TRANSFORMING LOVE.

The Pentecost Offering will be dedicated on the Day of  Pentecost,  
Sunday, June 5.   Sixty percent of  the proceeds are remitted to the PCUSA for 
its work with youth and young adults.  The session of  Market Square, upon the 
recommendation of  the Mission and Stewardship Committee, has designated 
the 40% local portion retained by individual congregations to support Christ 
Lutheran Church's Health Ministries in Allison Hill, which serves persons who 
are uninsured or under-insured, many of  them children and youth.  You may 
write a check to MSPC with "Pentecost" in the memo line, or pay online through 
MSPC's website.  https://www.marketsquarechurch.org/online-giving


