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 Marketplace
What comes to mind when we think of  currents? Perhaps we think of  the Susquehanna waters flowing toward 
the sea? Maybe we think of  underwater currents at the ocean? We might associate this word with electricity and  
the flow of energy bringing our appliances to life? One thing is sure. Currents involve movement and life. 
 
I learned at a recent Presbytery meeting that our word, "currency" comes from this same root. Currency is intended 
to move, be shared, bring life. In a healthy economy the currency is in constant motion bringing together buyers  
and sellers. Currency is meant to stay in motion, not be hoarded. 
 
This month we remind ourselves of how we share our resources for the benefit of  each other, of  our community, 
of  our church, of  the kingdom of God. We declare our dedication to share a portion of  our income as stewards 
of the good gifts God has entrusted to us. We accept God's blessings as a current intended to flow through us  
and converted into blessings for others.  
 
Thank you for continuing the current of  God's love through your support of  our congregation's ministries and  
missions. 
 
Bridge Pastor Bruce

Dr. Bruce Humphrey 
Bridge Pastor  

Dear People of  God:

On behalf  of  Intertwined, I would like to 
offer thanks to the session and everyone 
at Market Square for your continuing  
support of  our ministry. During the past 
two years, your prayers and financial gifts 
have helped us grow from an inspiration 
to a faith community. We provide a space 
for those who have not found a home in 
existing churches, as well as those who 
are drawn to outdoor worship. We also 
have an extensive online presence  
(@IntertwinedFC on Facebook, Instagram, 
Tik Tok, and YouTube), and are active in 
eco-justice efforts and the Poor People’s  
Campaign. 
 
If  you would like to learn more about  
Intertwined or provide additional support, 
visit us at https://intertwinedfc.org, or 
feel free to reach out to me via email 
(kevin@intertwinedfc.org) or in person. 
I’m always happy to share stories about 
Intertwined and the way that we’re  
reaching a growing number of  people. 
 
Kevin Long,  
Organizing Pastor of  Intertwined 

More scam emails have been going around to church members.  Please be aware. The 
scammers are either after your personal information or they want you to buy gift cards and 
email the code numbers to them. Here is an example: 
  
           From: Rev. Bruce Humphrey <humphreymarketsquarechurch@gmail.com> 
           Date: Fri, Sep 20, 2024 at 1:20 PM 
           Subject: Hello, [first name]  
           To: 
  
           Good morning, how are you? Do you have a moment I have a request I need  
           you to handle discreetly. I am going in for a meeting soon with no calls so just 
           reply to my email. 
  
           I pray you have a blessed day. 
  
           Dr. Bruce Humphrey, Bridge Pastor 
           Market Square Presbyterian Church 
           20 S. 2nd Street,  
           Harrisburg, PA 17101 
           (717) 257-1270 
  
•  First clue:  check the email address of  the sender.  This one is close to the real thing,  
     but it’s not correct.  
•  The subject line is vague. 
•  The salutation and message are vague.  
•  It’s a red flag when the sender asks for a favor. 
•  It’s a red flag when the sender cautions against calling the church and wants you to  
     respond via email.   
•  The signature line has a typo and Bruce’s extension is not listed, nor is his email  
     address.   
•  He is also not listed by his full and correct title. 
 
REMEMBER: NO CHURCH STAFF WILL SEND EMAILS OR TEXTS ASKING FOR  
FAVORS. 

Special Notice Intertwined



Stewardship 
 

YTD Actual Pledge . . . . . . . . . . . . . $280,330 
YTD Budget Pledge  . . . . . . . . . . . .$301,333 
Deficit  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$   21,003

Adult Forum for October 
“HOW WE GOT THE BIBLE: 

The Formation, Transmission, and Translation of  the Christian Bible”

The Beacon Society focuses  
on replenishing our Endowment 
Fund through current gifts and  
the gifts from Estates and Wills of 
individuals who wish to support 
MSPC in this manner. The Fund is 
extremely important to the church 
since we supplement our annual 
budget with interest from the Fund. 
Read more about The Beacon  
Society in the links below. The next presentation by Bryn Mawr Trust is 
scheduled for October 29 at 6:30 p.m. 
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https://tinyurl.com/2x2hffaj 

https://www.bmt.com/videos/dafs/ 

https://tinyurl.com/e9npeuhj

Some people believe that the Bible we use today merely fell out of  heaven in its present form.  But nothing could be further from the truth.  
In fact, the Bible stands at the end of  a long process of  selection, transmission, and translation.  But what books were excluded, and why 
were others included in the canon of  the Bible?  How were these writings passed down through the centuries?  And why are there so 
many different translations of  the Bible into English?  These and other questions will be addressed in this four-part series, led by The Rev. 
Dr. Charles (Buz) Myers, Emeritus Professor of  Religious Studies at Gettysburg College, as we will look at exactly how we came to have  
the Bible that we know and love.  The four sessions are as follows: 
  
Sunday, October  6, 2024  "THE FORMATION OF THE HEBREW CANON" will consider the composition, selection, and ordering  
of  the books contained in what Christians call the Old Testament. 
  
Sunday, October 13, 2024  “THE FORMATION OF THE NEW TESTAMENT" will consider the composition, selection, and  
ordering of  the books contained in the New Testament.                       
  
Sunday, October 20, 2024  "THE TRANSMISSION OF THE CHRISTIAN BIBLE" will look at the languages, writing materials,  
forms, and methods of  transmission used in the writing and the preservation of  the text of  the Bible. 
  
Sunday, October 27, 2024  "THE TRANSLATION OF THE BIBLE" will tackle the challenges of  Bible translation in general and  
the making of  the New Revised Standard Version (1989) in particular. 
  
We hope that you will join us on the four Sundays in October of  2024 for what promises to be a fascinating and enlightening study.  Bring  
your Bibles and your questions.  See you there. 
  
A WORD ABOUT THE LEADER: The Rev. Charles (Buz) Myers holds a A.B. de gree from Duke University plus an M.Div. degree and 
a Ph.D. de gree in New Testament language and literature from Princeton Theologi cal Seminary.  Dr. Myers taught biblical studies courses 
at Princeton Seminary, the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia, and Swarthmore College before he began his full-time teaching 
career at Gettysburg College.  During his 36-years at Gettysburg, Prof. Myers served as Chair 
of  the Department for thirteen years.  For ten years Dr. Myers was the recording secretary for 
the Revised Standard Version Bible Committee that produced the New Revised  
Standard Version of  the Bible.  Dr. Myers, an ordained Presbyterian minister, is married to the 
Rev. Anne Kimrey Myers, who is also an ordained Presbyterian minister.  Buz and Anne live in 
Camp Hill.    

Children, Parents,  
and Grandparents,  

you are invited to the next  
Children’s Prayer Breakfast  

on Sunday, October 13,  
at 9:30 am in the Youth Room.  

 
The Pumpkin Gospel 

   
See you there! 



Worship and Preaching Schedule for October

Our English language worship services are livestreamed from our sanctuary every Sunday morning at 11:00 a.m.  
and can be viewed on our homepage. An audio-only broadcast of  the service is available as well on our church website  

www.marketsquarechurch.org.  Click on the “Past Services” tab. 
 

Korean language sermons are posted on the Korean Ministries YouTube channel: https://shorturl.at/mYlYp

The Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) continues its work and reports that the momentum described in last month’s update  
is still going strong.  
 
Our focus has been on the completion of  the Ministry Discernment Profile (MDP).  That document, which is comprised of  a series 
of  questions to better define the church and its needs, is to be submitted to the Presbytery and will serve as the online first point 
of  contact with interested candidates for ministry at Market Square.  The MDP is designed to give a detailed, insightful, and highly  
focused description of  our church and its ministries and mission. 
 
The PNC has been using the data gathered during the fact-finding events with Dame Leadership as well as the excellent information 
contained in the recent Mission Report while composing the answers and descriptions required in the MDP.  After several weekly 
meetings with deep discussions, prayerful study, and intense group wordsmithing, our draft is completed.  The next step is for us 
to share our document with liaisons from the Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry (COM) who will review it and may suggest edits. 
Then the MDP is ready for the consideration of  our session.  With any edits made by session included, the MDP then goes to the 
Presbytery’s full COM for final approval and eventual posting on the denomination’s database that serves as the site where  
applicants and churches connect.   
 
It is our hope to have the MDP online at the start of  next year.  If  we can do that, and it appears we can, we will be well ahead of  
the timeline laid out by Presbytery during our initial training meeting.   All of  that is good news: good news for the PNC for having 
this first challenge met and our MDP in front of  interested candidates and good news for the family of  Presbyterians of  Market  
Square as we progress “decently and in order” towards meeting our next pastoral leader. 
 
Steve McMullin, Elder 

October 6 World Communion 

       9:30 a.m.     Korean Language Worship in the Chapel 
                            The Reverend Ki Nam Lee preaching 
       11:00 a.m.   English Language Worship in the  
                            Sanctuary 
                            The Reverend Dr. Bruce Humphrey 
                            preaching 

“Jesus, the Perfect Human” 
Mark 8:31-35. 1 Peter 2: 21-24 

                            The Sacrament of  Holy Communion 
 

                            October 13 Stewardship 

       9:30 a.m.      Korean Language Worship in the Chapel 
                            The Reverend Ki Nam Lee preaching 
       11:00 a.m.   English Language Worship in the  
                            Sanctuary 
                            Guest Preacher, Dr. Marcellus Taylor, 
                            preaching  
                            "Deep Stewardship" 

                            October 20  Pledge Dedication 

       9:30 a.m.     Korean Language Worship in the Chapel 
                            The Reverend Nam Gil Roh preaching 
       11:00 a.m.   English Language Worship in the  
                            Sanctuary 
                            The Reverend Dr. Bruce Humphrey 
                            preaching 

“He Descended into Hell” 
John 19: 38-42. 1 Peter 3: 18-20 

 
                            October 27 Reformation 

       9:30 a.m.     Korean Language Worship in the Chapel 
                            The Reverend Nam Gil Roh preaching 
       11:00 a.m.   English Language Worship in the  
                            Sanctuary  
                            The Reverend Dr. Bruce Humphrey 
                            preaching 

“Jesus Rose From the Dead” 
1 Corinthians 15: 3-8. Matthew 28: 1-15 

                             
        

Pastor Nominating Committee Update
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Sunday, October 27, 2024  4:00 p.m. 

Bill Carter and the  
Presbybop Quintet 
 
The best-known group of  musicians playing “sacred  
jazz” in the United States was formed in 1993 by pianist  
Bill Carter, a Presbyterian minister. This consort of  New York-based 
professionals has toured the country extensively, presenting concerts 
and jazz worship services. Suggested donation $15.

Dear friends,    
  
I hope you, too, are enjoying being amid another  
program year!  It is certainly great having our musical 
ensembles together again – rehearsing and leading  
music in worship.  
 
October begins with World Communion Sunday and I 
program music from around the world. We’ll sing music 
from South Africa, the United Kingdom, the United 
States, and by Native Americans.The next two Sundays 
we’ll celebrate Stewardship and Pledge Dedication.  
My intent is for the music of  these two Sundays  
inspires us tithe to our church which we love.  We have 
many wonderful ministry opportunities here.  We’ll end 
the month with Reformation Sunday!  Bruce will be 
deep into his Apostles’ Creed series and on this Sunday, he’ll be on 
“Jesus Rose from the Dead,” and so we’ll sing hymns for Reformation 
and the Resurrection, and have a brass quintet and the Market  
Square Ringers – so it should be a festive/triumphant morning!  
 
Arts on the Square Gallery   
If  you haven’t been upstairs to the Arts on the Square Gallery, I  
encourage you to do so! The paintings and fiber art of  Barbara 
Passeri-Warfel are gorgeous. Please take a few minutes to visit the 
fourth-floor gallery and enjoy the art. Many thanks to our Gallery 
Coordinator Beth Hager for her work in securing such talented  
artists. 
 
Arts on the Square Concerts  
On Sunday, October 27 at 4:00 p.m., we will welcome Bill Carter 
and the Presbybop Quintet.  They are the best-known group of  
musicians playing “sacred jazz” in the United States and were 

formed in 1993 by pianist Bill Carter, a Presbyterian 
minister.  This consort of New York-based professionals 
has toured the country extensively. I had the joy of  
playing a recital at Rev. Carter’s church during the 
pandemic and getting to spend time with him and his 
wife. He is a wonderful human being and a talented 
artist. I hope you will join us on the 27th for a wonderful  
afternoon of  sacred jazz.  
 
If  you’d like to get involved in our music ministry and 
outreach, please don’t hesitate to contact me!  There’s  
still time to join a choir   
 
Peace and love,  
Tyler 
 
Sanctuary Choir Repertoire for October:  

 
October 6 (World Communion Sunday) – “South African Gloria” by 
William Roberts, “Ndikhokhele Bawo” arranged by Michael Barrett, 
and “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” arranged by Stephen  
Cleobury 
 
October 13 (Stewardship Sunday) – “What Does the Lord Require?” 
arranged by Eric Nelson and “If  Thou Wilt Be Perfect” by Melissa  
Dunphy 
 
October 20 (Pledge Dedication Sunday) – “O Lord Most Holy” by 
Anton Bruckner and “Remember Not, Lord, Our Offences” by Henry  
Purcell  
 
October 27 (Reformation Sunday) – “Built on the Rock” by Carl  
Mueller and “On the Third Day” by Allen Pote   

Tyler Canonico  
Minister of  Music

Choral Scholars 
Music is an important part of our worship, prayer, and praise to God.  Music is a ministry and music itself speaks to us in ways that words 
cannot.  We are blessed to have many talented individuals who are dedicated to singing in our choir.  The Choral Scholar Program, formed 
in 2021, is a funded position given to degree-seeking undergraduate or graduate students in the school of music at Lebanon Valley College 
and Messiah University.  The goal of our music ministry at Market Square is not to have a professional choir, but is to have a choir that 
gives choir members of the church, for whom music is a primary expression of worship, the best experience possible, and a way that  
enhances the worship of everyone.  Adding choral scholars helps to achieve these twin goals and it also recognizes the important service 
the church provides in educating singers, improving their skill sets, enhancing their singing experience, and providing the joy that attends 
true ensemble singing where everyone is important and valued.  Many, many thanks goes to our donors who make the Choral Scholar 
Program possible!  On the following page is our class of 2024-2025 Choral Scholars.

Thank you to all our donors who make the Choral Scholar Program possible!  
It’s a great addition to our Music Ministry!! 
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Olivia Coffey is a Sophomore Music Business  
major with a primary in voice at Lebanon Valley 
College.  She is a member of  the College and 
Concert Choirs at LVC and is a member of  the 
opera program.  Olivia is also involved in the 
college’s athletics and is on the cheerleading 
roster.  This is Olivia’s second year as a Choral 
Scholar and growing up in the Harrisburg 
area, when presented with the opportunity to sing at Market  
Square, she knew she couldn’t pass it up!  

 
 
Timothy Cortes is a second-year Audio and 
Music Production Major at Lebanon Valley 
College.  He is a member of  the College and 
Concert Choirs at LVC, and this is his first year 
as a Choral Scholar at Market Square.  Tim is 
extremely passionate about singing and music.  
He plans on becoming an audio engineer and 
mix sound for different types of media including, 
but not limited to TV shows, movies, and videogames. Tim says, 
“I always appreciate the opportunity to sing, and to do it in such 
a meaningful way makes me remember why I love music so  
much.” 

 
 
Hailing from Duncannon, Pennsylvania, Emily 
Evans is a Senior Music Education Major at 
Messiah University.  She is a member of  the 
University’s Concert Choir and Women’s  
Ensemble.  Emily has been singing in choirs 
since she was 10-years-old.  She has had a 
love for music since she was a young child 
and even played the trumpet for several years!   
She loves spending time outdoors with her dad, fishing, kayaking, 
hiking, and more!  Emily shares, “I am so blessed to be able to 
sing in this wonderful choir and to be a part of  Tyler Canonico’s 
masterful music-making.  I am so excited to share my love for  
singing with all of  you!”  

 
 
Nadia Griffith is a Sophomore at Messiah 
University joining the Sanctuary Choir for her 
first year. She is Music Performance major 
with a concentration in voice. Nadia is aiming 
to attend a conservatory for opera after  
graduating from Messiah. She is looking  
forward to worshiping and leading people 
closer to Christ in this church both now and in  
the coming years.  
  
 
Oliver Lowe is from Carlisle, Pennsylvania, and 
is a Sophomore Music Education major with a 
concentration in voice at Lebanon Valley  
College.  This is Oliver’s second year as a 
Choral Scholar at Market Square.  He is a 
member of  LVC’s College Choir and Concert 
Choir, and recently expanded his musical  
experiences by joining the college’s opera  
program.  Oliver aspires to become a high school choir director, 
hoping to inspire future students to share his passion for music.  

Tristan Metherell is a first-year student at 
Lebanon Valley College, and it is also his first 
year with the Sanctuary Choir.  At LVC, he  
majors in Audio and Music Production and  
studies Applied French as a concentration.   
Tristan has been singing in high-level choirs 
since his sophomore year of  high school when 
he became a member of  the Chamber Singers 
at Cedar Cliff  High School.  He has loved singing in all types of  
choir ever since!  Aside from singing and choral music, Tristan  
enjoys playing the guitar, writing songs, and writing poetry.  
 
 
 
Hailing from Souderton, Pennsylvania, Daniel 
Micsion is a Junior Music Education student at 
Messiah University.  He is a member of  the  
Concert Choir, Chamber Singers, and Wind  
Ensemble at Messiah.  This is Dan’s third year 
participating in the Sanctuary Choir and he is 
glad to be back for “what seems to be another  
fun year with great people!” 
 
 
 
Beck Morales is a first-year Music Education 
student with a concentration in the Horn in F at 
Lebanon Valley College.  They are a member of  
the college’s band, symphonic orchestra,  
College Choir, and the theatre program.  Beck 
loves everything about the music arts and the 
creative arts.  Beck said, “I am very excited to 
participate in more musical activities on and off   
campus.” 
 
 
 
Gabriel Nater Pedro is a Sophomore Music  
Education student at Messiah University. He 
plans on becoming a choral director/teacher 
after finishing degree, and then later working to 
obtain a Master’s and Doctorate.  Gabriel has 
been a member of  many ensembles at Messiah, 
including Concert Choir, Chamber Singers, and 
Symphonic Winds.  This is his second year at 
Market Square and he is forever grateful for the experience to  
worship and sing with an amazing choir.  Gabriel is looking forward  
to many more years as a member of  the Sanctuary Choir.  
 
 
 
Bryant Rohrer is a baritone from Duncannon, 
Pennsylvania.  He is currently a Junior Music 
Education major with a vocal concentration at 
Messiah University, and this is his third year as 
a Choral Scholar at Market Square.  At Messiah, 
he is currently a member of  the Concert Choir, 
Chamber Singers, and Symphonic Winds.  He 
serves as Vice President of  Messiah’s student 
chapter of  the American Choral Director’s Association. After  
graduation, Bryant plans on being a choir teacher and pursuing  
graduate studies.  

Introducing Our Choral Scholars
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The MSPC Membership Committee and Rev. Anne Ross are 
pleased to announce a Fall Prayer and Care Connection,  
facilitated by Rev. Anne Ross. This Fall Connection is in response 
to those who participated in the Mid-Winter Connection earlier this 
year. “We would like this experience more than once a year,” several 
participants said.  This is a call and invitation back to the “good ol’ 
days” to connect with someone in a heartfelt way. After spending 
time in prayer and thoughtful reflection, even if  you do not know 
someone well (or at all), instead of  using computers, emails, or 
texts, we invite you to pick up pen and paper and write a note. Send 
it via the USPS, along with your prayers and thoughts. It’s amazing  
how the MSPC community will connect in this way!  
 
HOW IT WORKS: Anne Ross will connect names of  people who 
wish to participate. You will then receive the name of  another  
participant who will be placed in your care.  Your job is to hold this 
person in your thoughts and prayers for 1 week by placing that  
person’s name someplace you will see daily. You may want to spend 
a minute or two each day sending them love, prayers, and holding 
them in the light of  Christ. During this week listen to your heart and 
watch for clues about how you can be a compassionate witness to 
this person. (Note: Someone else will be praying for you at the 
same time.)  The name you receive is a secret at this point. Trust 
that you have been matched with the right person and the Spirit will  
guide you to complete your mission.     

HOW TO PARTICIPATE: Get a copy of the FULL INSTRUCTIONS 
either at church or from the church website or contact Anne Ross 
at amross0611@gmail.com (after signing up, Anne will email full  
instructions to you). 
 
Get the following information to Anne Ross by email at  
amross0611@gmail.com or call 540-908-6561 no later than  
Thursday, September 26, 2024.  Provide your: 
          a.   Name 
          b.   Email address 
          c.   Best phone number 
          d.   SNAIL MAILING address 
Anne will send you your person’s name by email (or phone if  you 
do not have email) no later than MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2024. 
 
Complete your 1 week of  prayer and mail your package/envelope 
(see FULL INSTRUCTIONS) no later than TUESDAY OCTOBER  
8, 2024. 
 
On SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19 at 3:00 p.m., Anne will host an  
in-person gathering for any participants who want to share their  
experience of  giving or receiving and what they learned or what it 
meant to them. It will be a fun and informal time to connect, visit,  
and share with one another. 

Earth Wisdom 
 
 
Ever since reading BRAIDING 
SWEETGRASS, I’ve paid close  
attention to reading or hearing the 
voice of  Robin Wall Kimmerer.  I was 
moved when I first watched her 
video, “The Honorable Harvest” 
which provided the focus in the  
September 8th Adult Forum. Seeing 
it brought to mind one of  the other 
voices, that of  Mary Oliver, that never 
fails to remind me of  the precious 
gifts of  life on this earth. I remember 
taking Oliver’s then-new volume in 
2008, RED BIRD, to read aloud 
when a friend and I were taking a 
day-long trip by car. I knew as soon 
as I read the words of  “Sometimes”, 
one of  her longer poems, that the 
words that would stick with me were  
these: 
 
        “Instructions for living a life: 
         Pay attention. 
         Be astonished. 
         Tell about it.” 
 
Margee Kooistra

     Please join us! 
 
The EAC is planning a tour of  The BOWER,  
Native Plant Landscape and Sculpture Park on 
Friday, October 11, from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
The address is 1190 Bower Road, Shermansdale,  
PA 17090.  Please arrive by 12:45 p.m. 
  
• No charge – free will donation on-site is  

optional. Mobile cart is available for 3 people. Members of  Pine Street Presbyterian  
Church are also attending the tour. 
  
• PLEASE respond to Debbie Olson, dolsonmassage@hotmail.com by Monday,  
October 7, if  you plan to attend. Carpooling is suggested since parking is limited. 
 
Debbi Olson

Ec
olo

gy Action Committee

PRAYER AND CARE CONNECTION 
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Scenes from Genesis Sunday: Ministry Fair and Church Picnic 

Photos by Margee Kooistra
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Session Activities — September 2024 Activity Update 
By Jonelle Darr, Clerk of  Session 

 
Market Square’s Session is responsible for the church’s mission, governance, and programs. Pastor Bruce Humphrey moderates 

the Session.  Current Ruling Elders may serve up to two consecutive, three-year terms.  Members are:

Congregational Fellowship Opportunities 
 
1)   Agreeing to hold a congregational luncheon on Stewardship  
Sunday, October 20, 2024. 
 
Homelessness & Other Mission Programs 
 
2)   Agreeing to help sponsor the Capital Area Coalition on  
Homelessness’ workshop on October 26, 2024 at a cost of  $500.  
To be held at Harrisburg Area Community College, the workshop is 
for faith communities to learn how to help address homelessness.  
Market Square’s Homeless Ministry Coordinator Ben Perez will be  
one of  its featured speakers. There is no cost to attend. 
 
Membership  
 
3)   Agreeing to hold new member classes on November 3, 10, 17 
immediately following worship from 12:15 - 1:15.  The topics will 
be:  I. Am I a Christian?"  II: "Am I a Presbyterian?"  III: "Am I a 
church member?"  At the conclusion of  the classes, a special  
session meeting will be held on November 24, 2024 at 10:35 a.m. 
to receive new members. Classes will be open to church members.  
A light lunch will be provided by the Membership Committee. New 
members will be introduced to the congregation at the November  
24th worship service. 
 

4)   Agreeing to postpone the date of  Brian Proctor and Margaret 
Anderson (non-members) in the church’s sanctuary from Saturday, 
September 7, 2024, at 7:00 p.m. to Saturday, November 2, 2024 at 
4:00 p.m.  It will be officiated by the Rev. Dr. Bruce Humphrey.  
Margaret is the daughter of  church member Betsy Cobb.   
 
5)   Reinstating Victoria Rose’s membership by request of  transfer 
from Paxton United Methodist Church.  Vickie had been a 24-year 
member of  Market Square and a choir member before transferring 
her membership to Paxton where her husband was a member. 
 
Interfaith & Outreach 
 
6)   Sponsoring the Commonwealth Interfaith Service: Prayers for 
Justice and Peace on September 22, 2024, 6:00 p.m., at Beth El 
Temple. The Peacemaking Committee voted to participate and help  
with the service. 
 
Organizational 
 
7)   Approving a Facility Use Policy.  A copy is available on the  
password-protected church members’ website. 
 
As of  September 17, 2024, there were 433 members on the church 
membership rolls. If  you have any questions about Session  
activities, you may talk with me, a Session member, or one of  our  
Pastors. 

Our Church Family 

 
DEATHS 

 
Frenchie Cline’s father-in-law John Schultz died on 

September 1. 
  

From Jennifer Turner-Long: “Words can’t  
express our sincere gratitude to our Market Square 

family for your loving support during  
this difficult time. Your cards, notes,  
and prayers have meant so much.  

Sincerely,  Jennifer Turner Long and Family.” 
Jen’s father, Tommy Turner, died on September 19. 

 

Save the Date! 
 
On December 6, Dr. Jamie 
Caffier and Jim Terry will  
host a film about the Burning  
of the "Black Wall Street" in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma in 1921, and the subsequent 
massacre of dozens of African American citizens. 
 
John Taylor, who grew up in Tulsa, will provide 
some background. 
 
The fim is sponsored by the Antiracism Task 
Force. 
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CONNECTIONS 
 
Have you discovered the daily on-line puzzle of CONNECTIONS? This is one of  the word puzzles produced by the New York 
Times.  It is one of  the newer word games along with a stable of  other word type puzzles available on-line (think of  the classic  
NY Times Crossword puzzle, or more recent ones such as Wordle or Strands). 
 
I ask about Connections because that daily puzzle is something that our family has recently begun to play every day.  The game 
features 16 words which the person has to arrange into 4 categories. You can see the words, but you are NOT told what the  
categories are. You have to figure it out. So each of  us works out the quiz on our own. And then using text messaging to post  
our answers to the daily quiz. And, true to its name, it has become a way we can stay connected, while having a bit of  fun. 
 
Our children live a continent or an ocean away. Our son and family are in San Diego, and our daughter and family are in England. 
We deal with three different time zones if  we want to set up a face time, or any on-line get together. The eastern most location 
is 5 hours ahead of  central PA and the western most one is 3 hours behind central PA. Through the wonders of  the internet, we  
can all play this one game each day, at our own pace and then text back and forth our reaction to the outcome. 
 
This is a new way of  staying connected. Years ago there were time-honored ways of  keeping in contact with one’s family. Most 
common was letter writing. Even though a family was scattered and had difficulty reconnecting in person, people could write 
and share family news. There were early settlers and explorers who left their native lands, traveled around the world, and  
sometimes returned home and sometimes did not.  Letter writing was perhaps the only way to share family news—no telephones,  
no telegrams, no internet.  
 
Even letters did not guarantee timely transmission of  news. As a young girl, I was transfixed by a story of  another missionary 
child, a generation older than mine. She lived with her missionary parents in southern Africa, but when she reached high school 
age, she returned alone to the United States to continue her education. Her parents remained in southern Africa as missionaries.  
One day, her father was asked by people living near the mission to help dispatch a troublesome lion which had been stalking 
and killing cattle. The missionary’s efforts went awry when his gun jammed, and the lion attacked him. He bled to death. The 
only way to convey this sad news to the daughter in the United States was to write a letter. The letter carrying that news to the  
daughter did not reach her until 6 weeks had passed from the day he died.  
 
This topic is dear to my heart, having experienced many separations from my birth family. The first was when I went to boarding 
school as a little five-year-old girl. Boarding school was very much the norm for getting an education. Then, from the time I was 
15 until 20, my parents and I lived apart. As a family, we had returned to the U.S. from southern Africa U.S. for break from mission 
work. After their vacation time, they then returned to southern Africa. Since I was high school age, my parents gave me the  
choice of  going with them or staying in the US. I chose to stay here. 
 
That five year separation meant that our only means of  communication was letter writing. This was a somewhat cumbersome 
process. I would write a letter to my parents, mail it, and in a week, they would get it. Then they would respond. In all, it took two  
weeks for questions and answers or news to go back and forth. Long distances advice with a significant time lag! 
 
When you can talk directly to a person, there is no time lag between your speaking. When you are writing a letter and then 
waiting for a response, that is called asynchronous communication, not an easy way of  maintaining connections. During those 
five years of  separation, we must have written multiple letters back and forth. Usually my mother wrote to me, but one time my 
dad took up the weekly writing. Getting a letter from my dad was so singular, that I went running through the halls of  my college  
dorm yelling that I got a letter from my dad.  
 
Letters had to convey all the family news. It was the only way to connect to relatives in the United States. While letter writing has 
disadvantages, one thing we’ve lost with the near instant means of communications is that letters can serve as historical references.  
 
Several years ago when I wrote a biography of  my paternal grandparents, I had access to  letters that they had written as young 
adults when they were courting. These letters provided a window into a world that I simply would not have had access to, as all  
those who were the subjects of  the stories told were long gone. 
 
So back to connections today. Of  course, playing this game and then sharing our results by text messaging is a far different face 
to face communication. But with California some 3,000 miles away from central Pennsylvania, and London some 5,000 miles 
away, I am grateful for this daily game. For it is a simple and fun way of  “staying together.”  It is NOT a substitute to in person,  
but it is very much in spirit … and that too is important.  
 
So, however you can, stay connected! 
 
Donna Wenger 
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Art Miles, Community Breakfast Resource Person 
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Sunday Services  
 
 

Korean Language Service—9:30 a.m.  
in the Davis Chapel.  

Sermons on YouTube  
(link on the church website’s  

Worship page). 
 

English Language Service—11:00 a.m.  
in the sanctuary is livestreamed  

on the Homepage  
https://www.marketsquarechurch.org/ 

and  
the church’s YouTube channel. 

https://www.youtube.com/@market-
squarepresbyterianch5396 

OUR MISSION 
TO PROCLAIM AND LIVE THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST BY WELCOMING FRIEND AND STRANGER ALIKE INTO OUR DIVERSE AND INCLUSIVE  
FAMILY OF FAITH REGARDLESS OF RACE, CLASS, NATIONAL ORIGIN, SEXUAL ORIENTATION, GENDER IDENTITY AND EXPRESSION, OR WORLDLY  

CONDITION OF ANY KIND AS WE CELEBRATE OUR GIFTS, WORK FOR JUSTICE, PEACE, AND A SUSTAINABLE ENVIRONMENT, REACH OUT IN MISSION,  
AND WITNESS TO GOD’S TRANSFORMING LOVE.

Above: another bustling Friday evening in the kitchen at Market Square as volunteers, 
under the direction of  Homeless Ministry Coordinator Ben Perez, help prepare meals for 
our neighbors who are homeless. Market Square is the only place in Harrisburg for them 
to get a free hot meal on Friday nights.


